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[SYRACUSE] PHYSICAL THERAPIST ANDREA DESANTIS AWARDED
[PEDIATRIC] CLINICAL SPECIALIST CERTIFICATION

ALEXANDRIA, VA, August 22, 2022 – [Andrea DeSantis] of [Syracuse, New York] was awarded the professional designation of board-certified clinical specialist in [pediatric] physical therapy by the American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties of the American Physical Therapy Association. 
[DeSantis] specializes in [the identification and treatment of children who were exposed to drugs prenatally. She is the founder of a coalition for drug-exposed and at-risk children in central New York, which offers support groups and education programs for parents, teachers and health care professionals as well as other services. She works extensively with sensory processing and regulatory difficulties in children exposed to drugs and is the author of Sensory, Motor, and Regulatory Problems: Behavior and Early Intervention.]
“Becoming a board-certified clinical specialist in [pediatric] physical therapy demonstrates my commitment to pursuing the highest level of skill with which to best serve my patients,” [DeSantis] said.

[DeSantis] graduated in [2003 from Russell Sage College in Troy, New York, with a doctor of physical therapy degree. She is a senior physical therapist at the Margaret L. Williams Developmental Evaluation Center in Syracuse, a pediatric diagnostic assessment and intervention center. She is also an adjunct professor in the Special Education Program at Syracuse University.]
To obtain board certification, candidates must submit evidence of required clinical practice in one of 10 specialty areas of physical therapist practice: cardiovascular and pulmonary, clinical electrophysiology, geriatrics, neurology, oncology, orthopaedics, pediatrics, sports, women’s health, and wound management. 
In addition, candidates must successfully complete a rigorous examination, demonstrating specialized knowledge and advanced clinical proficiency in their specialty area.

Certifications are valid for 10 years. For recertifications, a "maintenance of specialist certification" model focuses on continuing competence of the physical therapist specialist and includes the following elements: professional standing and direct patient care hours, commitment to life-long learning through professional development, practice performance through examples of patient care and clinical reasoning, and cognitive expertise through a test of knowledge in the profession. To date, ABPTS has certified more than 30,000 physical therapists as clinical specialists.   

ABPTS was established by APTA as the governing body that awards certification to physical therapists who meet approved requirements. ABPTS oversees the physical therapist clinical specialist certification and maintenance of specialist certification programs and awards certificates to physical therapists meeting approved requirements.
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